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Inside this issue: 
 

 
On behalf of our members, I would like to thank everyone in West Sus-
sex BKA for making it possible for us to come home and for making us 
feel very welcome. 
 
When I met Tom (Moore) at the BBKA Training Coordinators’ workshop I 
never thought I would have been writing this in April 2013. 
 
We look forward to meeting you all and hope we meet you in the not 
too distant future perhaps on a training event, meeting or socially and 
get to know you. 
 
Alas our first day of our Introductory Beekeeping course and an apiary 
meeting clashes with the Auction, I hope some of our members manage 
to make it to either bid or as support. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Melvyn Essen, Chairman, Central Sussex BKA 

 

A Big Thank You from 
Central Sussex 
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Review of our 41st Annual Bee Market & Auction 
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358 lots went under the hammer at our 41st Annual Bee Market & Auction.  
The Brinsbury Campus in Pulborough again welcomed nearly 200 members 
and non-members to the event.  Although we were unable to use the Sussex 
Restaurant - our venue on Campus for the last few years -  Brinsbury House 
provided adequate if somewhat cozy accommodation and the auction lots 
stretched across the grass outside Jubilee Hall and beyond. 
 
Sue and Pat did brisk business on their ever-popular plant stall and Sheila 

and Sally tempted everyone with their delicious cakes.  Paul Payne provided visitors with the opportunity 
to buy new equipment and  Alan Byham was on hand to offer beekeepers advice on keeping healthy bees. 
 
Vendors and buyers enjoyed the bidding in the Ring with Roger Patterson and Maggie Turner sharing the 
role of Auctioneer.  The weather stayed dry for most of the day although the temperature was far from 
that expected at the end of April and the sale of hot drinks was brisk. 
 
But the greatest achievement of the day was the teamwork and 
camaraderie that was established between the four Divisions’ 
volunteers, all of whom worked tirelessly throughout the long 
day to once again make the Auction the success it most certainly 
was.  My sincere thanks go to everyone who contributed to this 
important County event and I hope to see you all at Brinsbury 
again next year. 
 
 
Graham  
 

 

 
The following members will represent their Divisions on the WSBKA Executive Committee during 
2013. 
 
Sheila Abrahams     Central Sussex  
Jo Wakefield          Central Sussex  
Jim Norfolk      Chichester  
Christine Stevens     Chichester  
Gordon Allan      Wisborough Green  
Richard Flenley     Wisborough Green  
 
Worthing representatives are to be confirmed. 

West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association 
Executive Committee - Divisional Representatives 2013 

Bidding was brisk in the Ring 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 21st May - Alan Byham, SE Region Bee Inspector will present ‘Maintaining a Healthy Col-
ony and FERA Update’  at the Boxgrove Village Hall, 7:30pm.  Further details from: Henrietta Currey 
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
Wisborough Green Division 

Wednesday 1st & 22nd May, Saturday 11th May - 
Meetings at the Division’s teaching apiary.  Wednesday meet-
ings start at 6:30pm and the Saturday meeting at 1:30pm. 

Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: 
www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Saturday 4th & Sunday 12th May - ‘Swarm Control’ at the Division’s apiary, starting at 2pm.  

Sunday 19th May - Visit to Len Lewis’s apiary in Shoreham at 3pm. (to be confirmed) 

Monday 20th & Sunday 26th May - Meetings at the Out Apiary to include queen rearing at the 
Sunday meeting. 

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

Central Sussex Division 
 

Wednesday 8th & 22nd May - Meetings at the Division’s teaching 
apiary starting at 6pm. 
Saturday 4th May - Plant & Produce Sale at Warminghurst Church, 
Ashington with the Central Sussex Events Team from 10am to 1pm. 
Saturday 11th May - Apiary meeting at 9am & the second part of the Beekeeping Introductory 
Course at Nyman’s Gardens & Apiary. 
 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk  

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

Saturday 4th May - Meon Valley BKA Auction of equipment & bees.  Greatham Village Hall, 
Hampshire.  Details from Bruce Taylor, 01489 895428 bruce.taylor@tiscali.co.uk    

Saturday 18th May - Sussex BKA Bee Market.  Heathfield Community College, Old Heathfield,  
East Sussex.  Full details on the SBKA website www.beemarket.info  

 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 



Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
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Last month I wrote about the batch of 2012 queens which, on our first inspection on 5th March, were not 
laying.  Apart from one 2011 queen, all the non-layers were raised between 8th June and 19th July 2012. 
Every 2012 queen raised earlier and later in 2012 had brood. 
 

The cold weather continued so it seemed unwise to do any inspection until things changed.  By 5th April 
the forecast was for slow improvement so we began our normal spring treatment with Vitafeed Gold as a 
stimulant and anti-Nosema treatment.  This involved lifting the crown board off and trickling up to 100ml 
of solution over the bees 5 times on more-or-less alternate days, which (delayed by attending the BBKA 
Spring Convention) was completed on 15th April.  It finally became warm enough to do an inspection on 
17th/18th April.  Over six weeks between inspections at this time of year?  Exceptional, but true! 
 

So what did we find?  Basically, good news. Of the 8 non-layers, the two smallest colonies had petered 
out (i.e. died) during that period.  These were tiny colonies that we took into winter as an experiment, 
and it was amazing that they survived so long.  Of the remaining six, five are now laying well, though they 
all started around the 7th April, a couple of doses into the Vitafeed treatment.  Possibly a coincidence, 
more due to the improving weather, but a great relief nevertheless.  One is still not laying, but the queen 
is present and we are waiting to see what happens. 
 

With so little ‘real’ beekeeping to do it was particularly good to have 
the BBKA Spring Convention to go to.  Not just meeting up with 
friends, spending money on supplies, attending excellent lectures, 
but this year I managed to respond early enough to get onto a num-
ber of courses.  Food Hygiene Certificate all day on the Sunday was 
more of a chore, but still interesting.  Friday was the really good day.  
First was a course on candle-making, both hand-dipped and moulded.  
I sense a new use for our beeswax, and have invested in a number of 
moulds.  I need to get busy making some candles to earn the money 
back!  Following that I spent two and a half fascinating hours on 
‘Examining pollen under the microscope’.  Another new project, to 
make up reference slides and then discover for certain what pollens 
the bees are bringing in.  I saw very few West Sussex members at the 
Convention.  It is a long journey, but really well worth it, so why not 
consider it for next year?  If anyone would like more information (and tips on very good value accommo-
dation) do get in touch. 
 

At last it is a little warmer, there is some pollen about, and though at least a month behind, the bees have 
got started.  Next month I hope to have some good beekeeping to report on. 
 
Tom 
 

More from Moore - Trouble with queens (part two) 

First attempt at candle-making, hand-
dipped and moulded, done on a course 
at the BBKA Spring Convention. 

General Secretary’s Spring Review 

Jane Moseley’s Review is available to read or download from the WSBKA website at  
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/bm~doc/gen-sec-review-april-2013-rrrr.pdf  



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally ... 

 
There is an opportunity for any of our Approved Swarm Collectors in the County 
to collect a colony of bees from a house in Pulborough.   
 
The bees are well established in a wall cavity and the home owner of this Grade 
11 listed building is asking for suitably experienced builder/beekeepers to quote 
for the removal of the bees.  Please note that some building work is required to 
access the colony.   
 
If you think you may be able to help and have the endorsement of your Division 
as a swam collector as well as the necessary qualifications to work on this old 
building please contact Tara from the Chichester Division at tara@theedf.com in the first instance. 

A Challenge to all Approved Swarm Collectors in West Sussex 

BBKA Response to the EAC Report 

The BBKA's response to the publication of the Environmental Audit Committee report is 
available on the BBKA website on this page:  www.bbka.org.uk/news_and_events/
press_office/press_releases.php. 
 

This report on Pollinators and Pesticides examines the possible role of neonicotinoid pesti-
cides on honeybees and wild pollinators, and also looks at the vital issues of habitat degra-
dation and consequential poor forage availability.  


